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Christian Apologetics Study Series: Lesson #2 (Student key) 

The Existence of God 
In an Age of Reason 

by Craig B. Esvelt, D.Min 

 
 
Introduction: North America, once considered Christian not only by itself but 
by other nations around the world, can no longer make that claim. So far 
have we moved from our Judeo-Christian moorings that in the 1960's a 
number of philosophers and liberal theologians popularized a "God is dead" 
movement, the culmination of a spiritual repression which found impetus a 
century earlier in the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche, who provided atheism 
with a philosophical basis, and Charles Darwin, who offered a scientific 
rationale. Today atheism is implicitly taught throughout our public school 
systems because public education, in its attempt at being pluralistically 
"neutral" (an impossible task!), ignores God altogether. So God has become 
"dead" to most recent generations, not through atheistic propaganda but 
because of a perceived irrelevance to all academic disciplines--a vanishing 
character like the fading smile of Alice In Wonderland's Cheshire cat. Added 
to that has been a more aggressive and vindictive expression of atheism in 
recent years, in part, a backlash of the 911 terrorist attacks where religion in 
general and Christianity in particular were tarred along with religious 
extremism and held up as an oppressive threat to human welfare and social 
progress. How can a believer respond to such an assault on faith? 

 

The Human Dilemma 
Before proceeding further, it would be wise to note some 
biblical presuppositions that have a bearing on understanding 
why there is so much controversy over the issue of belief in God. 
The following concepts are taken for granted in the Scriptures. 
 
- The Sufficiency of Natural Revelation - 
God's existence is assumed, not proven, in Scripture (Gen. 1:1). 
However, the Bible also states that the creation itself--via 
natural revelation (God's disclosure of Himself as seen in and by 
the creation)--sufficiently testifies to His existence so all would-
be doubters are without excuse (Psm. 19:1-4; Rom. 1:18-20)! 
 
- The Inborn Spiritual Hunger of Mankind - 
Anthropologists have observed that mankind is "incurably 
religious." God fashioned us for eternity, and in spite of our 
mortal condition we naturally find ourselves longing for 
something beyond this life (Eccl. 3:11). The French philosopher  
Blaise Pascal referred to this desire as a "God-shaped vacuum" 
within all of us. Why, then, is there such a struggle with belief? 
 
- The Reality of Human Depravity - 
We have inherited a fallen, sinful nature from our first ancestors 
(Rom. 5:12; 3:23) which has affected not only our body and soul, 

 

Additional Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"It is extremely dangerous in the presence 
of God to discuss His existence." - Soren 
Kierkegaard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scripture insists that natural revelation is 
undeniable, sufficient to either satisfy a 
truly open mind and heart as to the 
existence of a Creator or else irrevocably 
condemn an unbelieving heart. While 
responding to natural revelation in and of 
itself is not sufficient to save a person, it is 
sufficient to condemn them if they reject it. 
 
 
 
 
"If we find ourselves with a desire that 
nothing in this world can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is that we were made 
for another world." - C.S. Lewis 
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but our minds as well. So, in our natural state: 

 We are not neutral in interpreting spiritual things but are 
at enmity with God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21) 

 Our spiritual reasoning is corrupted (1 Cor. 2:14) and we 
have a natural bent or predisposition toward what is 
false spiritually (John 3:19-20). Consequently, whatever 
reasons a skeptic may give as to the nonexistence of 
truth, God, etc., must be seen in light of his or her fallen, 
corrupted reasoning and natural hostility toward a 
personal Deity to Whom he or she is accountable. 

 
How Spiritual Alienation Is Manifested in "Belief" 

 
- The Response of Religious Devotion - 
Someone once said that all religions are the products of the 
religious reaction of a particular kind of man (spiritually fallen, 
depraved) to a particular kind of revelation (natural) from God. 
The following are religious yet anti-theistic responses to natural 
revelation (to be covered more thoroughly in the next lesson): 

 DEISM - The belief in a God who is transcendent (outside 
of His creation) and yet impersonal, i.e., not personally 
concerned in the affairs of men. 

 PANTHEISM - The belief in a God who is immanent 
(exists within and as the creation itself) and impersonal. 
All is one and all is God (you, me, the trees, rocks, etc.). 

- The Response of Religious Denial: Atheism (Modernism) - 
All atheists adhere to a naturalistic belief that there is no God or 
creator, but they differ in how they express their unbelief. 

 There is what may be called dogmatic atheism, which 
positively states that there is no God--an overt denial of 
God's existence. While such individuals usually place the 
entire burden of "proof" on the believer, it must be 
realized that God's existence can neither be proved nor 
disproved! Dogmatic atheism, like logician Mortimer 
Adler pointed out, is a self-defeating proposition. For to 
know that God does not exist would require perfect 
knowledge--knowledge that is both omniscient (knowing 
all things) and omnipresent (knowledge with access to all 
parts of the universe at the same time)--beyond man's 
capability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fool says in his heart, "There is no 
God." (Psalm 14:1) 
 
 
Postulating the nonexistence of God is self-
contradictory (an absolute negation), for in 
fact it is tantamount to saying, "I have 
infinite knowledge that there is no being in 
existence with infinite knowledge." 
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 Because of the philosophical pitfalls of dogmatic atheism 
(above), there is a movement toward what may be called 
defensive atheism, which can be defined as "an absence 
of belief in God." Such unbelief is generally grounded in 
the rejection of the "proofs" of God's existence 
(discussed later). While they admit that the concept of 
God cannot be disproven, they maintain that it remains 
unproven. This absence of belief is actually much like 
AGNOSTICISM, which declares that it is impossible to 
know whether or not God exists. 

 It should be recognized that much of the diatribe that 
contemporary "new atheists" level at religion consists 
not so much of arguments against the existence of God 
per se as criticisms of the misbehavior and 
inconsistencies of religious people (real or perceived). It 
is not surprising that the popularity of atheism and best-
selling books on the subject became more in vogue after 
the atrocities of religious extremists on 9-11.* Arguments 
against the existence of God have not appreciably 
changed over the years, only the temper of their words. 

A Reasoned Response to Atheism 
Atheism's greatest weakness lies in the fact that it is little more 
than mere denial--it cannot offer adequate explanations or 
solutions to the great mysteries of life and existence. 
 
- It Cannot Provide an Adequate Explanation for EXISTENCE - 
Historically, the issue of causality has been the greatest means 
of providing evidences for God's existence, that for every effect 
we observe there must be an adequate and antecedent cause 
(viz., God). This is typically argued in four areas: 

1. COSMOLOGY - Since the universe exists, it must have had an 
adequate cause; thus, an extra, intelligent First Cause exists, 
i.e., an all-powerful, transcendent Creator (Gen. 1:1). To reject 
this notion, the atheist is forced into one of three options: 
1) The universe created itself. But this is absurd, because 
 the universe would have had to exist before it was 
 created (exist and not exist at the same time)! 
2) The universe came from nothing. But this is irrational, 
 because an effect cannot be greater than its cause, 
 and it violates the First Law of Thermodynamics 
 (conservation of matter and energy) 
3) The universe itself is eternal. But this contradicts 
 observable entropy--that the universe is "running 
 down" (Second Law of Thermodynamics) and so must 
 have had a beginning, because if it was eternal, it 

 
 
In light of this, many atheists prefer to 
describe themselves as antitheists, 
nontheists, agnostics, skeptics, humanists, 
free thinkers, "brights", materialists, and so 
forth. Some even refer to themselves as 
apatheists, who candidly say that they just 
don't care whether (a) God exists or not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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 would already have run down! The chain of 
 cause/effect cannot therefore be infinite but must 
 terminate in a great First Cause which itself is eternal 
 and uncaused (God). 
More will be said about the significance of Cause/Effect when 
we deal with the subject of biblical faith and modern science. 

2. TELEOLOGY - The universe demonstrates order and 
purposive design; such order and useful arrangement 
must have had an intelligent and purposive originator--
God (Rom. 1:18-20). Or, to put it another way, non-
thinking matter and energy could not have arranged the 
complexities seen in nature (e.g., planetary motion, a 
living cell) any more than individual parts of a Swiss 
watch, shaken together in a bucket, could ever organize 
themselves into a functioning time piece. 

3. ONTOLOGY - Imperfect man could not think of a perfect, 
infinite being unless the idea was put into him (Eccl. 
3:11). If there were no absolutely infinite, perfect being, 
then finite man could no more think of such a being than 
a caterpillar would conceive of a human being. 

4. MORALITY - The inborn sense of right and wrong, good 
and evil, infers the existence of an Absolute Standard and 
Law-giver (Rom. 2:14-15). Every time we argue with one 
another we appeal to some common ethical standard, 
or--as C.S. Lewis put it--how can we call a line crooked 
unless we have some idea of "straight?" (Mere Christianity, 

New York: MacMillan, 1952, p. 45-46) And where did we get 
that concept? 

 This moral law is not culturally relative, because 
 all cultures for all time have agreed on basic 
 ethical issues (e.g., cowardice, double-crossing 
 friends, selfishness are universally condemned). 
 But if a Law-giver does not exist, such compelling 
 moral standards are purely arbitrary. 

 Nor can this be explained as mere dualism, the 
 Eastern concept of eternal (and impartial) balance 
 of light/darkness, good/evil, etc., because we 
 intuitively know that good is better than evil. 

- It Cannot Provide an Adequate Solution to our Human 
EXPERIENCE - 
In his book A Shattered Visage--The Real Face of Atheism (Baker 
Books, Grand Rapids, 1990), Ravi Zacharias notes that atheism's  
weakness and great loss is revealed in part by its inability to 
provide meaningful answers to human experience, because a 
universe without God: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Even the professing atheist who 
justifies his or her unbelief because of the 
seeming "injustice" of a God who allows 
evil, innocent suffering, etc., is in fact 
invoking a Moral Law whose origin must be 
accounted for! 
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 Offers no LAW. As indicated earlier, atheism provides no 
basis for deciding ultimately what is right from wrong, 
because if there is no God, then man assigns his own 
values arbitrarily, and what is right and wrong becomes 
nothing more than a person's (or group's) subjective 
opinion. The ruling ethic is often by power or 
pragmatism, and anything can be justified (note that 
such was the case in Nazi Germany). 

 Offers no HOPE. Without God, life, relationships, 
meaning, and justice end in the grave. Death means 
nothingness despite the human heart's longing for 
something beyond; ultimate justice will never be 
rendered if there is no heaven to be gained or hell to be 
avoided. What comfort can the atheist give to the 
parents of a dying child? 

 Offers no MEANING. The three greatest questions which 
have haunted philosophers for centuries are: Who am I? 
Why am I here? Where am I going? The atheist's answer 
rings hollow: that we are the result of random, 
purposeless processes acting through time, that our lives 
carry nothing of eternal significance, and that the sum 
total of our existence is snuffed out at death. The 
Christian, on the other hand, affirms that he or she is 
created in the image of God, lives for the glory of God 
and with eternal significance, and will live forever in 
glorious fellowship with our Creator. 

It is true that many antitheists do not adopt such a nihilistic 
(pessimistic, purposeless, and lawless) outlook and instead take 
on an attitude of optimistic humanism where they arbitrarily 
create their own values and accordingly give life whatever 
meaning they so choose. Even so, such a view of life offers only 
subjective satisfaction, having no objective value or purpose, 
and cannot offer any real, rational justification for choosing it 
over nihilism. Nor can they offer any rational objection against 
other systems that we find debased and cruel. Hence they live 
with an inconsistent worldview; on the one hand, decrying 
certain forms of morality  (human sacrifice, slavery, religious 
indoctrination) while on the other hand insisting on an 
indifferent universe that has no ultimate meaning or values. 

- The Poisonous Fruits of Atheism - 
Some of the more strident professors of atheism today lay the 
blame for most human oppression and misery at the feet of 
religion (e.g., the Crusades, radical Islam, etc.), and their solution  
 
 

 
Yale law professor Arthur Leff is credited 
with the all-purpose response to assertions 
of authority in our modern society, "The 
grand 'sez who," by which he meant that in 
the aftermath of the death of God 
movement there remains no universally 
recognized source of authority and the 
question of who ought to be able to 
determine laws (what is right and wrong) is 
up for grabs, so people feel no particular 
obligation to obey the commands of 
others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy Alcorn offers a tongue-in-cheek 
basis for secular/atheistic self-esteem: 
"You are the descendant of a tiny cell of 
primordial protoplasm that washed up on 
an ocean beach 3-1/2 billion years ago. You 
are the blind and arbitrary product of time, 
chance and natural forces. Your closest 
living relatives swing from trees and eat 
crackers at the zoo. . . You are a mere grab-
bag of atomic particles, a conglomeration 
of genetic substance. You exist on a tiny 
planet in a minute solar system in an 
obscure galaxy in a remote and empty 
corner of a vast, cold, and meaningless 
universe. You are flying through lifeless 
space with no purpose, no direction, no 
control, and no destiny but final destruction 
. . . You are a purely biological entity, 
different only in degree but not in kind from 
a microbe or amoeba. You have no essence 
beyond your body, and at death you will 
cease to exist entirely. . . In short, you came 
from nothing, you are going nowhere, and 
you will end your brief cosmic journey 
beneath six feet of dirt, where all that is 
you will become food for bacteria and rot 
with the worms." (Eternal Perspective 
Newsletter, April/May 1992) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 2 - The Existence of God in an Age of Reason Page 6 of 6 © 2011 by Craig B. Esvelt, Renton, WA, ARR 
 

would be to marginalize religious expression in the public arena 
so that it would have no influence on policy-making. Yet, 
ironically, while many professing atheists and agnostics claim to 
hold high moral standards and tout secularism as the solution to 
mankind's ills, the logical outworking of atheism has in fact 
become history's greatest horror. For if there is no higher 
Lawgiver, then there are no moral absolutes, and law and ethics 
are whatever man makes them out to be. There is neither a 
philosophical underpinning for morality nor an objective 
reference point to condemn immorality. Friedrich Nietzsche's 
atheism was the philosophical wellspring from which the "God is 
dead" movement was born, and he himself predicted that the 
20th century would be history's bloodiest. It is not surprising, 
then, that Hitler and Stalin drew heavily from Nietzsche's 
writings. 
 

The Limitations of Human Reason and the Necessity 
of Faith 

To the atheist who defends his or her unbelief because "God 
cannot be proven," or maintains "there are insufficient reasons 
to believe in God," one might well ask, "What would you accept 
as sufficient proof?" And if sufficient reasons could be given, 
would such a person then fall down in worship and surrender to 
their Creator? 
 
Some might say they would believe if God were to "become 
more obvious to them," e.g., by some kind of miraculous display, 
but the impression that stupendous events have on people is 
rarely permanent and usually fades with time. Consider the 
Israelites who witnessed many great miraculous acts of God in 
the wilderness and yet continued to fall away shortly afterwards. 
There is almost nothing which can't be explained away (or 
explained in more than one way), and if a person does not want 
to believe, explanations don't even have to be good--anything 
remotely possible will do! The real problem, of course, is more a 
matter of the will than the mind, for the Bible affirms that 
adequate evidences have been provided, and that all are 
without excuse (Rom. 1:20)! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More about the accusations of religious 
oppression over and against the horrors of 
atheistic regimes will be covered in Lesson 
no. 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apply the Law of Non-contradiction: 
"God is dead." - Nietzsche 
"Nietzsche is dead." - God 
 
 
 
 
. 
 


